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Green Beer on St. Patrick’s Day 

Green Beer for the upcoming St. Patrick’s Day festivities:  KRS 
244.550 prohibits adulteration of malt beverages “which chang-
es the character or purity” of the product.  The Department 
opines that adding green food color to beer does NOT material-
ly change the character or purity of the beer.  Furthermore, KRS 
244.550 exists to ensure that retailers and consumers get the 
quality product for which they bargained.  When consumers or-
der “green beer,” they know that they are receiving the same 

character and purity of beer with food coloring simply added.  Although green beer is not prohibited 
adulteration, a distributor does not have to provide green beer to its retailers, even if requested. 

 

A recent change in Federal Law will impact several Kentucky  

Alcoholic Beverage Licensees.  Are You Affected? 

The Kentucky Transitional Assistance Program (KTAP) provides cash assistance to needy families.  
KTAP is accessed through the EBT card. Kentucky’s cash assistance program known as Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) has new federal changes now in effect.  The Department is 
assisting the Cabinet of Health and Family Services in Kentucky’s efforts to implement and assure 
compliance with federal law.  Federal Law 42 USC608 (a) (12) passed in 2012, prevents Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) cash assistance from being accessed by an EBT transaction 
at an Automatic Teller Machine (ATM), or point-of-sale terminal in prohibited locations.   KTAP is ac-
cessed through the EBT card which replaced what years ago was known as “food stamps”.  Recipi-
ents’ EBT cards cannot be used at ATM machines or at point of sale terminals located in certain 
business types.  The prohibited locations or businesses are Kentucky’s adult oriented establish-
ments, bars, liquor stores, gambling casinos or gaming establishments (including horse or dog rac-
ing establishments and bingo halls).  In a joint effort with Division of Family Support, the Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control is assisting in the dissemination of information and required signage 
which must be posted at all times in your licensed premises. The Department will be sending Licen-
sees a letter about adherence to this law.  Additionally, if you have any questions or need the re-
quired poster, contact the Division of Family Support at (502) 564-3440. To assure your full compli-
ance with new federal and state requirements please be sure to carefully educate yourself on your 
businesses responsibilities and requirements as well as your customers.   

 

Spring Forward 

Daylight Savings Time begins Sunday, March 8, 2015 at 2 am.  
Please keep in mind that if a licensee is permitted to sell after 
1:00 a.m. or on Sundays (by local ordinance), that licensee 
must conduct business within the permitted official time after 
the clocks are changed.   



 

New Faces 

The Kentucky ABC would like to welcome two new enforcement officers who were sworn in during 
a January ceremony at the ABC headquarters in Frankfort.  

Investigator Lane Crawley has over 32 years of law enforcement/investigative experience having 
previously worked for the Georgetown KY Police Department, the Scott County Sheriff’s Office 
and the Kentucky State University Police.  He is currently assigned to Boone, Kenton and Camp-
bell counties. 

Investigator Joe Batista also started with our Department.  He has over 18 years of law enforce-
ment/investigative experience, most recently with the Lexington KY police department.  He is as-
signed to cover Nelson County. 

 

NCAA Bracket Contest Update  

Without question, the NCAA men’s basketball tourna-
ment is very popular in Kentucky.  This popularity re-
sults in the promotion of contests in which employees 
or patrons attempt to pick the champion or the most 
winning teams in NCAA bracket sheets, or even ran-
domly draw team names.   

KRS 243.500(7) provides that an alcoholic beverage 
license may be revoked or suspended for 

“setting up, conducting, operating, or keeping on the 
licensed premises, any gambling game, device, machine, contrivance, lottery, gift enterprise, 
handbook, or facility for betting or transmitting bets on horse races; or permitting to be set up, 
conducted, operated, kept or engaged in, on the licensed premises, any such game, device, ma-
chine, contrivance, lottery, gift enterprise, handbook or facility.”  (emphasis added).  KRS 
528.010(3) (a) defines “gambling” to mean “staking or risking something of value [wager] upon the 
outcome of a contest, game, gaming scheme, or gaming device which is based upon an element 
of chance, in accord with an agreement or understanding that someone will receive something of 
value [prize] in the event of a certain outcome.”   Because picking winning teams involves an ele-
ment of chance, illegal gambling occurs whenever people wager money (pay to play) and the win-
ners receive a prize or money payout.    

Coming Soon 

In the spring of 2015 the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
will be launching an online version of the STAR training program.  
The online course will closely mirror the classroom training but will 
offer the ability to train when convenient.  Check with your local ad-
ministrator to see if online training is accepted in your area. 

Classes will still be held on a rotating schedule around the Commonwealth for individuals who 
wish to take a classroom training.  

More details will be shared on the Department’s website; abc.ky.gov, and on the Department’s   
facebook page closer to the release date.  



March and April 2015 STAR Training Schedule 

Date Time City County Location 

03/03/2015  9:00AM Louisville Jefferson Ramada Conference Center 

03/03/2015  9:00AM Lexington Fayette Comfort Inn 

03/09/2015  9:00AM Frankfort Franklin Kentucky Alcoholic Beverage Control 

03/09/2015  9:00AM Owensboro Daviess Cigar Factory Mall 

03/10/2015  9:00AM Somerset Pulaski Hampton Inn 

03/17/2015  9:00AM Paducah McCracken Paducah City Hall 

03/17/2015  9:00AM Newport Campbell Campbell County Fiscal Court 

03/17/2015  5:00PM Danville Boyle Inter-County Energy Co-op 

03/18/2015  9:00AM Prestonsburg Floyd Jenny Wiley State Resort Park 

03/21/2015  9:00AM Lexington Fayette Sleep Inn 

03/25/2015  9:00AM Fulton Fulton Pontotoc Community Center 

03/30/2015  9:00AM Elizabethtown Hardin Pritchard Community Center 

03/31/2015  9:00AM Hazard Perry Kentucky River ADD/Perry Park 

03/31/2015  5:00PM Lexington Fayette Comfort Inn 

04/07/2015  9:00AM Maysville Mason Regional Prevention Center 

04/07/2015  9:00AM Lexington Fayette Sleep Inn 

04/08/2015  9:00AM Mt Sterling Montgomery Mt. Sterling Health and Civic Center 

04/13/2015  5:00PM Frankfort Franklin Kentucky Alcoholic Beverage Control 

04/13/2015  5:00PM Owensboro Daviess Cigar Factory Mall 

04/15/2015  9:00AM London Laurel Holiday Inn Express 

04/18/2015  9:00AM Lexington Fayette Sleep Inn 

04/20/2015  6:00PM Louisville Jefferson Ramada Conference Center 

04/20/2015  9:00AM Cave City Barren Cave City Convention Center 

04/21/2015  9:00AM Corbin Whitley Corbin City Hall 

04/21/2015  5:00PM Paducah McCracken Paducah City Hall 

04/22/2015  9:00AM Lexington Fayette Sleep Inn 

04/27/2015  9:00AM Hopkinsville Christian Hampton Inn 

04/28/2015  5:00PM Lexington Fayette Sleep Inn 

04/28/2015  5:00PM Murray Calloway Murray State University Curris Center 

04/29/2015  9:00AM Georgetown Scott Hilton Garden Inn 

Follow us on FaceBook at www.facebook.com/kentuckyabc. This is a great 

way to stay up-to-date on Alcoholic Beverage Control laws, current events, 

and information of interest.  

To view the entire 2015 S.T.A.R. training schedule, visit our website: 

www.abc.ky.gov.  

 

http://www.facebook.com/kentuckyabc

